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CHAP, xxvi. tension. This was an error. The subsequent move-
ment of troops in the direction of Bhurtporo can
scarcely be so regarded, it being most important to
fchew that the British government was prepared to
support the prince to whom its faith was pledged,
and to afford the required support not only vigo-
rously but promptly* At the same time it must
be allowed, that the government might enter-
tain some misgiving as to the probability of suc-
cess in an attack on Bhurtporc, should it become
necessary* The effects of defeat,, at all times
perilous, would have been doubly so while the
British government were engaged in a war carried
on at a distance, and in which ite course of success
had not been without check. On the other hand,
it is due to Sir David Qchterlony to give him the
advantage of his own declaration, that ho hoped
to be able to effect his object by the terror conse-
quent on the approach of a large force. All hope of
this was necessarily frustrated by the order for the
troops to withdraw to their usual stationw; an order
calculated to feed the prevailing confidence in the
impregnability of Bhurtpore, and induce a belief
that the British shrunk from undertaking the task
of reducing it. If it were thought imprudent to
make the attempt without an addition of force, that
addition might have been provided, and the troops
already assembled ordered to await its advance*
The state of the season was a point not unworthy
of consideration; but the blame cant upon Sir David
Ochterlony for undue haste in not having tried the